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INGLESE: 

- Jack was hungry. He walked to the kitchen. He got out some eggs. He took out some oil. He placed 

a skillet on the stove. Next, he turned on the heat. He poured the oil into the skillet. He cracked the 

eggs into a bowl. He stirred the eggs. Then, he poured them into the hot skillet. He waited while the 

eggs cooked. They cooked for two minutes. He heard them cooking. They popped in the oil.Next, 

Jack put the eggs on a plate. He placed the plate on the dining room table. Jack loved looking at his 

eggs. They looked pretty on the white plate. He sat down in the large wooden chair. He thought about 

the day ahead. He ate the eggs with a spoon. They were good. 

- The world's most utilized email provider turned 20 on Monday. Gmail was launched on the 1st of 

April 2004. At that time, it was revolutionary because it offered a huge amount of storage, and it was 

free. Some people thought it was a hoax because it was announced on April Fools' Day. However, it 

was no joke. Gmail offered an enormous 1 gigabyte of storage for free. Many other providers only 

provided 15 megabytes. At first, people could only sign up for Gmail after receiving an invitation. It 

became a "must-have" tool for technology fans. Another reason for Gmail's success is that it searched 

mails faster than any other email service at the time. It was also better at filtering spam. 

- Researchers say they have found the likely time in history when human beings first began to speak. 

Dr Steven Mithen, an archaeologist and expert in prehistory, suggested that basic language was 

formed around 1.6 million years ago. This is eight times earlier than many scientists thought. Experts 

in evolution previously believed that spoken human language began around 200,000 years ago. 

Mithen said his studies show that the first human language developed either in eastern or southern 

Africa. He said the ability to speak helped evolution. He said speech was, "without doubt, the key 

which made much of subsequent human physical and cultural evolution possible". 

- I wanted to send you an email update to you let you know how things have been going during my 

semester abroad here in Málaga, Spain. I've already been here for six weeks, and I feel like I am 

finally adapting to the culture. I'm also speaking the language more fluently.I arrived during the first 

week of September. The weather has been very nice. Even though it's October, it's still rather sunny 

and warm. In fact, I went to the beach and swam in the Mediterranean Sea earlier today.I am living 

with a very welcoming host family. I have my own private bedroom, but we eat breakfast, lunch, and 

dinner together. On Sundays, we eat a big home-cooked paella for lunch. In Spain, lunch is usually 

the biggest meal of the day. It's also very common for the people to take a midday nap right after a 

big meal.  I am actually just waking up from my nap right now! 

- My name is Clark, and I will tell you about my city. I live in an apartment. In my city, there is a 

post office where people mail letters. On Monday, I go to work. I work at the post office. Everyone 

shops for food at the grocery store. They also eat at the restaurant. The restaurant serves pizza and 

ice cream. My friends and I go to the park. We like to play soccer at the park. On Fridays, we go to 

the cinema to see a movie. Children don't go to school on the weekend. Each day, people go to the 

hospital when they are sick. The doctors and nurses take care of them. The police keep everyone safe. 

I am happy to live in my city. Did you 

- Dr Mithen explains how he believes human speech developed so long ago in his new book called, 

"The Language Puzzle". He says our brain quickly increased in size just over 1.5 million years ago. 

This increase changed the structure of our brain. An area called the frontal lobe developed. This is 

the part of the brain that produces language. Another important change was the development of our 

vocal tract. This is where we produce sound, and therefore speech. Mithen said speech allowed 



humans to spread around the world. It meant humans could do three important things. They could 

think of and plan future actions, and they could pass on knowledge. Mithen said language "changed 

the human story profoundly" 

- My name is Angela. I’m 25 years old, and I live on my own in a town in the north of England. I 

work as an engineer, and I like my job very much. But I want to live in York, with my boyfriend, 

David. We have to travel twenty miles every time we want to be together. York is a beautiful historic 

city, with many old buildings and narrow streets. It’s much nicer than my own town, which is modern, 

and not at all interesting. 

My boyfriend, David, is a dentist. He’s happy to work in the centre of this small city. He can go 

shopping in his lunch hour, or go for a walk and look at the ducks on the river. He doesn’t need a car, 

unless he wants to drive out of York into the countryside. 

There are several museums in York, and a large cathedral. Tourists come there from all over the world 

to walk along the city walls, or to visit the famous railway museum, or to go in a boat on the river. In 

the spring, the whole city is bright with flowers. The spring is my favourite season. 

 

- Luca and Stefano are old friends from Bologna. 

They share a passion for jazz, and from a young age dreamed of becoming professional musicians. 

But now they are 40, and their lives are very different from those they imagined: Luca works in a 

bank, Stefano at the post office! 

Stefano is married to Marzia, and they have a four-year-old daughter, Michela. Luca is married too, 

but he and his wife, Silvia, have no children yet. 

The two friends love their families, and have safe jobs – perhaps a little too safe. Every day is similar 

to the one before. 

Luca and Stefano are bored! They remember the hopeful days of their youth and want to re-live the 

emotions and excitement they felt then. 

Each day they grow more unhappy. But what can they do about it? 

 

- Marianna is 22 years old. She comes from Siracusa in Sicily, but now lives in Bologna, where she 

has started studying for a Masters degree in the history of art.  

She chose to study in Bologna because its university is the oldest in the western world and many 

famous people have studied there in the past. 

Early October in Bologna is still warm, so after her lessons Marianna likes to walk through the historic 

medieval centre – one of the biggest of its kind in the world. She strolls under the porticoes which are 

characteristic of the city, and across Piazza Maggiore, its beautiful central square. She loves looking 

in the shop windows, and sometimes stops for a coffee in one of the many bars she passes. 
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